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FOREWORD 

This Indian Standard was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards on 31 March 1989, after the 
draft finalized by the Leather Sectional Committee had been approved by the Chemical Division 
Council. 

Generally leather of all types whether finished or semifinished, is purchased on the basis of area 
except vegetable tanned leather which is purchased on the basis of mass. However, small scale 
manufacturers do not have proper facility for measurement of hides and skins. They invariably use 
traditional method of measurement which often creates disputes between the purchaser and the 
manufacturer. 

Considering the importance of this trade, it was felt necessary to formulate guidelines for the 
measurement of such hides and skins to facilitate a smooth transaction between the manufacturer 
and the purchaser. 

In the formulation of this standard, considerable assistance has been derived from IS 9160 : 1979 
'Guidelines for trimming of Indian cattle hides*. 
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MEASUREMENT OF HIDES AND SKINS 
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1 SCOPE 

1.1 This standard prescribes guidelines for 
measurement of hides and skins in wet blue 
condition. 

1,1.1 This standard does not lay down any speci- 
fication of quality. 

2 REFERENCES 

The Indian Standards listed below are necessary 
adjuncts to this standard: 

IS No. Title 

IS 1640 : 1960 Glossary of terms relating to 
hides, skins and leather. 

IS 9160: 1970 Guidelines for trimming of 
Indian cattle hides. 

3 TERMINOLOGY 

For the purpose of this standard, the definitions 
given in IS 1640 : 1960 shall apply. 




4 MOISTURE CONTENT 

The moisture content of the raw material shall 
be 45 ± 5 percent after putting out and piled for 
two hours before measurement, 

5 TRIMMING 

The trimming of cattle hides and skins shall be 
done according to IS 9160 : 1979. The trimming 
pattern of cattle hides and skins shall be as 
shown in Fig. 1 and 2, respectively. 

6 MEASUREMENT 

6.1 Measurement in the whole hide shall be 
calculated by multiplying the length and width 
represented by lines AB and CD respectively 
( see Fig. 1 ). The measurement of length in 
skins shall be done as shown in Fig. 2. 

6.2 Measurements in sides shall be calculated by 
multiplying length and half of the width repre- 
sented by lines AB and CF or FD respectively 
( see Fig. 1 and 2 ). -F is the middle point of AB 




NOTE— This illusrtration is diagrammatic only and 
not intended to illustrate any dimensions. 

Fig. 1 Trim Pattern for Cattle Hides 



NOTE — This illustration is diagrammatic only and is 
not intended to illustrate any dimensions. 

Fig. 2 Trim Pattern for Skins 



Standard Mark 

The use of the Standard Mark is governed by the provisions of the Bureau of Indian 
Standards Act, 1986 and the Rules and Regulations made thereunder. The Standard Mark on 
products covered by an Indian Standard conveys the assurance that they have been produced 
to comply with the requirements of that standard under a well defined system of inspection, 
testing and quality control which is devised and supervised by BIS and operated by the pro- 
ducer. Standard marked products are also continuously checked by BIS for conformity to that 
standard as a further safeguard. Details of conditions under which a licence for the use 
of Standard Mark may be granted to manufacturers or producers may be obtained from 
the Bureau of Indian Standards. 
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